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Construction Funds at Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery
Released to other ARRA Projects

The Bureau of Reclamation has announced that American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
funding for construction of the Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery Intake Replacement Project will be
released to other Reclamation projects due to deadline constraints associated with ARRA funding.
Reclamation’s recent decision to delay issuing the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
proposed Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery Intake Replacement Project was based on engineering
assessments which indicated that the design would not have complied with National Marine Fisheries
Service guidelines for all-flow conditions.  In addition, the proposed design would not have adequately
addressed ice build-up on the fish screens during severe winter weather.

Reclamation decided to delay issuing the Draft EA in order to further investigate the design challenges
and to address public concerns presented at December 2009 public meetings.  The agencies anticipate
this investigation may take several months.

“Losing ARRA funding for the hatchery water intake is a disappointing setback, but we remain
committed to working with local interests to find a solution that ensures that the hatchery continues to 
support commercial, recreational, and tribal salmon fisheries,” said Tim Personius, Deputy Regional
Director.

Design and construction of the Winthrop Hatchery adult holding pond and the new Leavenworth
pollution abatement pond will continue using ARRA funds.

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier and the second largest producer of hydroelectric
power in the United States, with operations and facilities in the 17 Western States.  Its facilities also
provide substantial flood control, recreation, and fish and wildlife benefits.  Visit our website at
www.usbr.gov.


